George Kaiser’s remarks at the 2005 TCC Vision Dinner

Why are we here today? Speaking for myself, I am embarrassed that the richest nation in the history of the world can’t seem to fulfill its promise of equal opportunity for all of its citizens. Children who are born into disadvantaged circumstances all too often do not escape and bring their own children up in conditions little better. Babies are rewarded or condemned by the accident of birth. And the worst part is, there appears to be an answer to the problem. 

Stem cell research and several pathfinding educational programs have revealed that the ability of infants and toddlers to learn is not determined primarily by genetics but by the sensory stimulation they receive early in their lives. Infants have a much greater capacity to understand the world around them than we used to realize and productive patterns of receiving and interpreting information and developing reasoning processes are developed in the earliest days and months, not pre-ordained by inheritance nor developed when traditional schooling begins.

So, the premier way to give our children the equal opportunity that we promised them is to assure that they receive the kind of love and attention and sensory stimulation that will allow them to make their way in the world without undue barriers. That’s what Tulsa Educare is committed to doing, both through the school that we are now building and through helping all young children benefit from the educational discoveries of the last 20 or 30 years. The Educare difference that we hope to see spread to the rest of early childhood education involves getting children into a loving, stimulative environment as soon after birth as possible, making sure that their teachers are well trained in how an infant brain processes information and working intensively with the families so that the experience is reinforced when the child is at home.

All of this costs money so that we are so appreciative of the help that many of you here have committed to provide to keep Tulsa and Oklahoma a leader in early childhood education. There are around 10,000 infants and toddlers from low income families in Tulsa County who need these programs but the Federal Government pays for the education of just 104 of them – 1%.  Whatever money is spent on early childhood education at the earliest stage will be returned many fold by the improved opportunity for the children and the lesser burden that they place on society later. But most important, it’s the right thing to do and a society as blessed as ours should fulfill this promise.

