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Greetings!
  

Let's work together to make sure all children in Tulsa County enter school healthy and ready to succeed!

JumpStart is Tulsa's early childhood community engagement campaign.  It's an initiative of the Tulsa County Partnership for Early Childhood Success -- part of Smart Start Oklahoma, our state's partnership for school readiness. 

 
For years, committed Tulsans have provided leadership and helped guide progress for early childhood success, locally and at the state level.  JumpStart and the Tulsa County Partnership are the next step.  Join us!
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Tulsa Area Community Schools Initiative (TACSI) in partnership with the National Coalition for Community Schools/Institute for Educational Leadership through the support of the W.K. Kellogg Foundation is conducting the Linkages Project.  Local partners include:  Child Care Resource Center, Project LINK, Community Action Project, JumpStart Tulsa, Family & Children's Services, Tulsa Public Schools, Union Public Schools, Department of Human Services, Tulsa Technology Center, and area child care centers and homes.
 
The Linkages Project seeks to develop site/neighborhood based strategies for guiding the policies and practices of early care and learning and community school systems at the school/neighborhood, district and state levels.  Focus over a thirty-six month period will be on creating an effective continuum of quality, developmentally appropriate opportunities for children aged 0-8 in selected school neighborhoods in the Tulsa area. 

 
During the first year, the Project is working with Kendall-Whittier and the neighborhood early care and learning sites to strengthen the connection between early care and learning and the early grades of school.  The Project also will begin building the process with three additional community schools:  McClure, Eugene Field, and Rosa Parks. Two transition specialists have been hired to provide support and technical assistance to both the early care and learning, and school personnel.  The specialists will be involved in engaging families to best support an effective, seamless transition process for the child.  Lead personnel from the Child Care Resource Center and TACSI will supervise the specialists.
 
Brain Development Research...
What it means for young children, families, and our community's future

New insights into brain development affirm what many parents and caregivers have known for years:  good prenatal care, warm and loving attachments between young children and adults, and positive stimulation from the time of birth ... really do make a difference in children's development for a lifetime 
Keep Reading 


Families and Children Encouraged to Get Ready for Emergencies by Taking Three Simple Steps 

The Oklahoma Office of Homeland Security (OKOHS) recently encouraged families and children to get ready now for any type of emergency during National Preparedness Month.
 
"Regardless of the type or size of the emergency, when it is happening to you, it is a very stressful time," said Kerry Pettingill, Oklahoma Homeland Security Director.  
 
"That's why we are encouraging all Oklahomans to take a few minutes now - before an emergency occurs - to get prepared.  It's easy to do and can only ease the anxiety when a crisis is affecting your family."
 
To get prepared for emergencies, Oklahomans should do three simple steps:
 
Get a Kit of emergency supplies.
Have at least three days worth of emergency supplies for each family member including non-perishable food and water.
 
Make a Plan on how you and your family will respond to an emergency. 
Before an emergency happens, sit down together and decide how you will get in contact with each other, where you will go and what you will do in an emergency. Keep a copy of this plan in your emergency supply kit or another safe place where you can access it in the event of a disaster.
 

Be Informed About Emergencies Common to Your Area 
Learn more about the potential emergencies that could happen where you live and the appropriate way to respond to them. 
 
For more information on each of the three steps listed above, click here. 

 

Additionally, OKOHS is encouraging Oklahoman's to help their communities prepare for emergencies by volunteering.  There are a variety of opportunities to give back through the Oklahoma Citizen Corps Program.  To learn more click here.

Doing Better for Children
Governments should invest more money on children in the first six years of their lives to reduce social inequality and help all children, especially the most vulnerable, have happier lives, according to the OECD's first-ever report on child well-being in its 30 member countries.

Doing Better for Children shows that average public spending by OECD countries up to age six accounts for only a quarter of all child spending. But a better balance of spending between the "Dora the Explorer" years of early childhood and the teenage "Facebook" years would help improve the health, education and well-being of all children in the long term, according to the report.
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New Findings on Disparities in Child Outcomes as Early as 9 Months of Age
A new Child Trends study commissioned by the Council of Chief State School Officers finds that disparities in child outcomes between poor, at-risk, and more advantaged children are evident as early as 9 months and grow larger by 24 months of age. These disparities exist across cognitive, social, behavioral, and health outcomes. The study, Disparities in Early Learning and Development: Lessons from the Early Childhood Longitudinal Study-Birth Cohort (2009), finds low income and low maternal education to be the factors most strongly associated with poorer outcomes among very young children. It also finds that the more risk factors a child has, the more profound these disparities are. 

 
Full Report 
Links to non-Federal and Federal organizations are provided solely as a service to our users. These links do not constitute an endorsement of these organizations or their programs by the JumpsStart, SmartStart or the Federal Government, and none should be inferred. The Community Service Council is not responsible for the content of the individual organization Web pages found at these links. 
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