Facts at Your Fingertips…
Young Children in Tulsa County 

All data not identified by year are from US Census 2000. Identified data are from American Community Survey 2006-2008 which is an average of the three years, US Census Bureau 2008 Population Estimates. 

DEMOGRAPHICS

· In 2008, 48,035 children under age 5 lived in Tulsa County—16% more than in 2000, and 24% more than in 1990.
· 18% of Oklahoma’s 266,547 children under age 5 live in Tulsa County.
· The population of children under age 5 is more racially diverse, compared to the total population: 
·  2% 
Asian

·  6% 
American Indian & Alaska Native

·  7% 
Another race or a combination of two or more races 

· 14% 
Black
· 71% 
White
· 19% of children under age 5 were of “Hispanic Origin” (may be of any race)—higher than the total population (10%).
FAMILY TYPES

· Of all 33,195 families with their own children under age 6 in Tulsa County in 2006-2008:
· 68% were married-couple—down from 80% in 1990 and 85% in 1980.
· A growing proportion of families with children under age 6 are headed by either a mother or a father alone:
· 8,035 families are headed by the mother alone—24% of total families with children under age 6.
· 49% increase since 1990. 
· up from 17% in 1990 and 14% in 1980.
·  2,489 families are headed by a father alone—8% of total families with children under age 6.
· 154% increase since 1990.
· Living arrangements of children under age 18 vary according to race and Hispanic origin of families (2006-2008)
	Children Under Age 18 Years

Living Arrangements 
by Race & Hispanic Origin
	Married Couple
	Female Headed
	Male Headed

	White
	74%
	19%
	7%

	Black
	26%
	62%
	11%

	American Indian & Alaska Native
	65%
	27%
	6%

	Asian
	91%
	3%
	2%

	Other race / two or more races
	58%
	36%
	6%

	 
	 
	 
	 

	HISPANIC ORIGIN (may be of any race)
	70%
	23%
	7%


INCOME & POVERTY

· In 2006-2008, families without children in both Tulsa County and Oklahoma had higher incomes than families with children. However, this was not true for every family type.
· For both female-headed ($21,551) and male-headed ($36,832) families, having children under 18 in the home is associated with lower median family income
· For married-couple families, in contrast, having children under 18 in the home is associated with a higher median family income of $73,324
· 12,524 children under age 5 (about one of every four) live below poverty; the state total is one of every four (2006-2008).
· 27,231 children under age 6 live below 185% of poverty which is 49.6% of all children in under 6 years old (2006-2008).
· Female-headed families with both young (<5) and older children (5-17) are the poorest of all families (2006-2008).
   66% live in poverty in Tulsa County, compared to 66% in all of Oklahoma
MATERNAL & CHILD HEALTH
· In 2007, 9,764 babies were born to Tulsa County residents—up 5% from 2000 (9,335). 
· Tulsa County represents 18% of all 54,946 babies born to Oklahoma residents.
· 42.5% of the county’s births were to unmarried mothers—up from 33% in 2000, and 25% in 1990.
· 12.1% were to mothers under age 20—down from 13% in 2000.
· 83.1% of women under age 20 who gave birth were unmarried at the time of birth—up from 77% in 2000.
· 11.6% of all births were premature (born less than 37 weeks gestation).
· 17.5% of all resident births were to women of Hispanic ethnicity.
· 85 infants died in 2006, giving Tulsa County an infant mortality rate of 68.7—down from 9.0 per 1,000 live births in 2000a but up from the low of 6.6 in 2004
.
· The number of low birth weight babies has increased 27% in the past decade to 803 in 2007 or 8% of total births.  This increase is related to technology and chemotherapeutic interventions that reduces fetal-infant deaths.
· 26,979 children 5 and under were enrolled in Medicaid (FY 2009 Monthly Average)
 —about 47.6% of the total children in that age groupiii.
· 65% of all resident births in Tulsa County were paid for by Medicaid.

EARLY CARE & LEARNING

· About 63% of Tulsa County’s children under age 5 live in working parent 
 households (2006-2008). 
· About 88% of all children less than 13 years old are cared for by people other than their parents sometime during the weeki.  Of these children, 30.5% are in licensed care, 64% are in non-licensed care (relative care) and 5.5% had both licensed and unlicensed care sometime during the week.  The average number of non-parental care hours per week was 45.8

· For children less than 6 years old, the average number of hours of non-parental care per week was 65.21.  Of these children, 29.2% spent some part of the week in licensed child care, 54.2% were in unlicensed care (primarily relative care, and 16.6% were in both some part of the week.  The average number of hours in licensed care was 55.5, and average number of hours in unlicensed care was 66 hours per week. 
· 2,371 children were enrolled in half day and 3,324 in full day public school 4 year old programs in Tulsa County in the 2008-2009 school yeariv.  These children represent 59% of all 4 year olds living in Tulsa County.
· 1,082 Head Start slotsv were funded for three and four year olds, 104 Early Head Start slots, and 56 slots supported by the George Kaiser Family Foundation in October 2009 through the Community Action Project of Tulsa County; additional expansion slots were created with American Recovery and Reinvestment Act allowing 135 Head Start, 136 Early Head Start slots in Tulsa County.  Tulsa Educare, Inc. has 136 3 and 4 year old Head Start and 72 Early Head Start slots.
· 23,199 children through 5 years were in state subsidized child carevi—8.7% of the total population of that age group.  
· 783 child care centers (285) and family child care homes (498) offered 28,463 slots of care (October 2009)vii.  63.1% accepted DHS child care subsidies.  Of all facilities, 45.0% were in 2 Star and 6.6% were in 3 Star or nationally accredited.  88.2% of children receiving DHS subsidies were in 2 or 3 Star facilities (OCCRRA).  

Data Sources: Community Service Council, Non-parental Child Care Study, 2005; Oklahoma Department of Health 2007 and 2006i; National Survey of American Families, Urban Institute, 1997; Oklahoma Department of Human Services, FY ii; Oklahoma State Department of Education; American Community Survey, 2006-2008iii: Tulsa County; Oklahoma School Districtsiv; Community Action Project of Tulsa County: Head Startv; Oklahoma Child Care Resource and Referral Associationvi; Department of Human Services, Monthly Bulletin October 2009vii
Prepared by the Community Service Council of Greater Tulsa (February 2010).  This fact sheet and a more detailed report on these and other conditions and trends concerning young children can be found on Community Service Council’s website:  www.csctulsa.org/ or www.jumpstarttulsa.com 



�    Children under age 19 are eligible for Medicaid if family income falls below 185% of poverty


�    I.e., all parents in family are in the labor force
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